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TCQG News 

Meetings begin promptly at 7pm, so we can adjourn on time. The front doors 
will be closed at 6:55, and the members will be asked to take their seats. This 
will allow the various committee heads & board members to get into the meet-
ing on time. Come early so you have time to sign in, check out any raffles or 
upcoming workshops, visit the magazines, etc. 

April 2023 

Volume 18 Issue 4 

From The President’s Stash   

Welcome to all Members!! Many of you put in volunteer hours each month but 
cannot always make a guild meeting; just email me at the guild’s email address  
{tricountyguild@gmail.com} and let me know your hours so I can include those in our monthly 
report.  Also. please…when signing in for the guild meeting, give yourself two (2) hours credit 

for participation plus any volunteer hours you have accumulated.        Bobbi Miller 

  

Meetings 
Fairfield Baptist Church 

27240 Highway 290 
Cypress, Texas  

On 290 westbound  
between  

Mueschke and Mason Road. 
1st Tuesday of the month,   

7pm-9pm 
tricountyguild@gmail.com 

October Block of the Month 

Welcome New Members!! 
Jennifer Pazicni   Penny Gregory   Mary Bowman              
Susan Smith   Claudia Wormuth   Rebecca Elkins 

,, 

Spring is officially here, though as I write this, Winter has come back for one last gasp 
(hopefully). Time to switch out the winter-weight quilts for lighter, summery quilts, if you 
haven’t already!  I don’t know about you but some of these quilts are like old friends I 
haven’t seen in a while.  Maybe a little worn around the edges, starting to show their age 
but valued none the less. 
At the March Board meeting, we decided to bring back the Open Houses we used to 
hold at the local quilt shops.  These are informal times for members, especially new ones, 
to come meet with the officers when we aren’t busy with our duties, like we are at the 
general meetings.  The first one will be held on Tuesday, April 25th from 2 – 5 p.m. at 
Bobbins & Threads and the next one will be on Saturday, July 22nd at The Quilty Shop. 
These are casual come-and-go events with refreshments giving you a chance to get to 
know your officers and other members in the guild.  We know it can be hard to meet 
new people during the regular meetings, so plan on coming out and making new friends! 
Our April speaker is Shirley Thiessen whose workshop will be on pineapple quilts (though 
her method is NOT paper piecing).  Look for the article later in this newsletter for more 
information. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the April meeting on the 4th! 

Becky Burkett 

President 

TCQG 
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April Speaker 
SHIRLEY THIESSEN - APRIL 5 
 
Shirley Thiessen, local to the Hou-
ston area, has been sewing for 60+ 
years and since 2012 “obsessed” 
with quilting. She not only pieces her 
own quilts (over 200) but also has a 
long arm with 36 million+++ stitch-
es. Shirley has conducted quilt clas-
ses in Texas as well as at her summer home in northern 
NY State. Additionally, Shirley has co-hosted several mys-
tery quilt retreats in Texas. 
Shirley’s trunk show on the evening of the guild meeting 
will highlight many of the quilts she has decided to keep. 
She will also share some “lessons learned” for piecing 
and preparing your quilt tops for a long arm. 

Following the evening guild meeting, Shirley will return 
the following day to teach an “Easy Peasy” method for a 
Pineapple Quilt that doesn’t use any special ruler and 
goes together quickly.  
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April Workshop 
SHIRLEY THIESSEN - APRIL 5 
at Bobbins & Threads,  
10130 Grant Rd Ste 214, Houston, TX 
Hours 10 a.m. to 4ish. 
 
EASY PEAZY PINEAPPLE QUILT  
(NOT Paper-pieced) 
   
During the class, you will be making FOUR blocks that will meas-
ure approximately 50x50 depending on your choice of the outer 
borders, perfect for a baby quilt or a small throw. This size quilt 
would also be perfect for a table topper. 
  
The fabrics in the supply list (which you will get once you've paid 
for the workshop) will make four 20” blocks using 2 1/2" strips. 
Select a small print and contrasting fabrics that complement the 
pineapple. 
 
COST IS $35 PLUS $10 PATTERN FEE. 
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Coming in May… 
MAY LECTURE AND WORKSHOP 

MINAY SIROIS 

 
LECTURE….EXPLORING THE ASPECTS OF FABRIC SUCH AS HUE, VALUE, INTENSI-
TY AND SCALE AND HOW TO USE THESE TO GIVE YOUR QUILTS MORE POWER 
AND POP. 

 
WORKSHOP…..EXPLORING THE USE OF COLOR IN QUILTS. YOU WILL NEED A 
SMALL COLOR WHEEL, 
(IF YOU HAVE ONE) AND A QUILT OR TOP THAT YOU WANT TO DISCUSS.  PAPER 
AND PEN FOR  NOTES.  NO SEWING.    WORKSHOP COST IS $35. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

 

JUNE SPEAKER AND WORKSHOP....ROSIE MC CREADY..RED WORK 
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Happy Birthday! 
Betsy Bailly 
PauleƩe Dukerich 
Maudie Engle 
Cindy Grant 
Amy Griffith 
Lisa Hart 
Gaile Howland 
BeƩy Johnson 
Robin Kenna 
JoAnn Lambert 
Linda Niermeyer 
Melanie Payne 

TCQG OPEN HOUSE 

When:  April 25th    

Where:  Bobbins & Thread 

              10130 Grant Rd  #214 

               Houston, TX 
Come Meet Tri-County Officers and 
other members!      

Ask questions and make suggestions!  
Meet new friends! 
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Spring is here, and preparations for 
our upcoming quilt show are moving 
full speed ahead. The show, Quilts in 
Bloom, will be held at the Berry Cen-
ter on March 1-2, 2024. Visit the guild 
website at tricountyquiltguild.org for all 
the details.  

 
There are so many tasks to be completed prior to the 
show, and everyone is invited to volunteer in various 
capacities in the months to come. We look forward to 
seeing the quilts you will enter and encourage you to 
be on the lookout for additional ways you can plug in 
and assist.  
 
We are counting on you to help make this a fun and 
memorable show. For ideas on how you can help, 
reach out to any Show or Committee Chair. A special 
thanks goes out to all who have been working behind 
the scenes throughout  the past year.  
 

Show Chairs, 
Janice Toler 
Shari Stone 
Stephanie Moss  
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Raffle Quilt Tickets Available for Purchase or Check Out 

Thanks to all who purchased or 
checked out raffle tickets at the 
March guild meeting. Once again, 
raffle quilt tickets will be available 
for check out and purchase at the 
April meeting. Tickets will be dis-
tributed in sets of 24 tickets for 
$20.00. Individual tickets are also 
available for $1.00 each or you 
may purchase 6 tickets for $5.00. 
Please see Elaine Bullard to pur-
chase tickets, or Bev Volker to 
check out tickets or pay for tickets 
already checked out. Please pick 
up some tickets at the April meet-
ing and encourage family mem-
bers, coworkers, neighbors, and 
friends to buy tickets in support of 
our upcoming show. 

The Raffle Quilt is garnering many 
compliments when we have it on display. Kudos to the talented guild members 
who planned, pieced, appliquéd, quilted, and bound it. 

 

Quilt Show Volunteer Opportunities 

Raffle Quilt Travelers - One more volunteer is needed to take the Raffle Quilt 
to the Quilt Guild of Greater Houston meeting on Tuesday evening, May 
16th. We also need two volunteers for Thursday morning, June 15th to go to 
the Friendship Quilt Guild meeting in Brenham.  

Please contact Elaine Bullard (elainebullard53@yahoo.com) or  

Bev Volker (bjpetersvolker@yahoo.com) to get on the schedule.  

 

Schoolhouse Chairperson – Do you have great planning and organizational 
skills? If so, please consider volunteering to serve as Chair for the quilt 
show Schoolhouse. Responsibilities include identifying and scheduling sev-
eral learning activities for attendees at the Show. If you think this role is a 
match for you, please contact Stephanie Moss at steffie.stuff@yahoo.com. 
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    Boutique Workshop Update 
Have Some Fun: Attend a Boutique Workshop! 

The recent Boutique workshop 
was filled with fun as guild 
members made colorful 
biscornu pincushions. Made in 
various fabrics and sizes, 
these little cuties are sure to 
capture the attention of buyers 
who visit the Boutique at our 
2024 show. 
 
The next Boutique Workshop 
is scheduled for Tuesday, April 18th at 10:00am at Bobbins 
and Threads located at 10130 Grant Road, Houston, Tex-
as 77070. We will be making pretty potholders. Attendees 
will need to bring a sewing machine and basic quilting 
supplies. Space is limited. Please RSVP to Connie Suarez 
at consuelogsuarezt@yahoo.com if planning to attend.  

 
The workshop ends 
around 3 so bring a snack 
or money for lunch if you 
plan to stay all day. We 
hope you will come and 
join the fun! 
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BOM will be sent out 
in email blast and on 
the webpage this 
month.   

Check it out. 
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 Tips and Techniques 
April 2023  

Interleave Block 
I saw this block during Sew & Tell at the Waller County Piecemakers Guild 
meeting in February and really wanted to try it.   
I wasn’t sure why it was called “Interleave” so I looked it up.  Interleave 
can mean to insert (usually blank) pages between the pages of a book or 
to mix digital images by alternating between them.   
How to make the Interleave Block: 
At the bottom of the article I’ll give you the names of people you can find 
on YouTube and the internet who demonstrate the technique with more 
details. Pease watch the videos! 
 
Start with four colors of fabric that are 14 inches square.   
You’ll be able to make two blocks with these 4 squares. 

  
Lay the 4 squares on top of each other right sides up and cut di-
agonally in one direction creating right triangles. 

Arrange two different color triangles together and sew 
along the diagonal with a scant 1/4” seam allowance to re-
make into squares. You should have 4 squares, but we will only use two for 
each interleave block. 

Lay two different color schemed squares on top of each other 
right sides up with the diagonal seam going in opposite directions. 
Starting on one side, cut across both squares at the 
same time every 1 inch to form strips. I started from 

the left and discarded the small strip on the right. 
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Spread the cut strips apart and stagger the strips so they alter-
nate which block they came from. You may want to number 
them 1, 2, 3, 4 etc. from the bottom strip to the  top strip.  Make 
sure that you haven’t missed any strips.  

 
Begin sewing by taking  strip #2 and folding it down on top of  
strip #1 so right sides are together.  Sew with a scant 1/4’ seam 
allowance.  Press if you want. I press the seam allowance to-

ward strip #1.  (You can see in the photo where I’ve numbered the strips 
and sewn strip #2 to strip #1.)  
 
Fold strip #3 on top of strip #2 and sew with a scant 1/4” seam allowance 
and press if you want.  Continue until all strips are sewn together.  You may 
prefer to save all pressing until the end. 
Give your Interleave Block a good press and square it up as much as possi-
ble. Mine finished at 13” high and 12” wide. 
Please check out the following website and YouTube Channel for more de-
tailed information. There are others, but these will get you started. 
https://lorrie.cranor.org/blog/2014/01/19/how-to-make-an-interleave-quilt/ 
https://youtu.be/OKxefgim4Hk 
 
If you make an Interleave Block, bring it to a meeting!!! 
 
Thanks for reading, 
Elaine Bullard 
 
Send tips or techniques, please!!! 
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Our Bees create a strong sense of a quilting 
community within the guild. Consider be-
coming a Beekeeper!  Organize your bee, 
find a location, contact the Queen Bee Chair 
to let her know, and go from there!   

Charla Reese, Queen Bee 

Bee Info 

Tri-County’s Fabulous Bees 
Remember: you must be a paid member to participate in our Bees.  

BEE Czars:  Meets the 4th Saturday of the month at The Quilty Shop. We choose projects as a 
group or work on our UFO’s.  We plan on two retreats a year.  If you are interested in joining 
this be please call to be put on a waiting list.   
Bee Keepers: Ann Keilers 832-515-1081 or Marian Page  281-797-3014.  

Quilter’s Dozen: Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at The Quilty Shop from 10-2:30.   We have 
great times together! This bee is currently full, but happy to add you to our waiting list. 

Bee Keeper: Charmaine Fritchey cfritchey@gmail.com   

Day Strippers: Daystrippers is the only bee that has been with TCQG since its beginning.  It 
meets at Cypress Crossing Christian Church on the second Friday of each month from 10 - 2.  
They work on personal projects and occasionally go on retreats and to quilt shows together. 
There are currently no openings in this bee.  However, you can contact beekeeper to be put on 
a waiting list.  New members have been moving in through the list! 

Bee Keeper: Judy Klevorn Jkklevorn@gmail.com  

Grateful Threads: Formerly We Bee Quilters is now called Greatful Threads.  We meet the 
2nd and 4th Wednesday at the Quilty Shop in Tomball from 10 a.m. To 1:30 p.m.  We are a fun 
group of ladies who meet to sew whatever you are working on or a long lost "ufo", hand work, 
etc.   Come to share tips and tricks and socialize.  Come when you can. Contact bee keeper, 
Char Peterson to be included in our group.  An email is sent out prior to the bee to remind you 
to rsvp.  No experience is needed....just come and have a great sewing day in a beautiful quilting 
shop.  

Bee Keeper: Char Peterson Tolep8n@comcast.net. 206 909-1510.  

Quilty Pleasures  Meets on the first and fourth Tuesdays of each month at The Quilty Shop.  
(We hope to change to second and fourth Tuesdays soon.) We mostly work on individual pro-
jects with an occasional group project. Our Bee is currently closed to new members but contact 
either of the CoBee Keepers to be added to a waiting list. 

Bee Keepers: Deb Durr and Anita Arendall.  
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Cypress Crossing Christian Church 
15751 Cypress Rosehill Rd, Cypress, TX 77429 
9:30 am to 2:00 pm 
Sharon Castillo – 713.828.0861 
 
Ongoing needs for Charity Bee…. 
· We are in desperate need of Flannel for the HUGS we do-

nate. 
· Blending fabric for BOM (white, white-on-white, beige, etc.) 
· Standard size for our baby quilts (minimum 36”x36” square 

to lap quilt size.) 
· Men’s quilts; both tops and finished quilts. 
· All fabric must be returned from a quilt bundle (finished 

quilt and all scraps) 
 
We welcome all quilting related donations.  If you want to 
meet at The Quilty Shop in Tomball to hand over your dona-
tions, please call Mary Willyerd at 284-770-3981 or to meet at 
Cypress Crossing Christian Church on Cypress-Rosehill, please 
call Sharon Castillo at 713-828-0861. For more information, 
contact beekeeper Sharon Castillo.  
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It’s A Quilt Show!!! 
Greater San Antonio Quilt Guild 

9/22 & 9/23 
 

                        

 

 

The Greater San Antonio Quilt Guild proudly invites all lovers of art, creativity, and history, 
to its upcoming Quilt Show, “Weathering the Storms Together”.  Two hundred judged quilts 
will be available for your viewing pleasure along with opportunities to purchase raffle tickets 
for a dynamic queen size storm at sea quilt.  The quilt show will also have numerous vendors 
who offer new and exciting textile products, a boutique with handmade finished items that 
make great gifts, and silent auction of finished quality quilts. The show is a family fun event, 
with a hunt and seek activity for youth and opportunities to learn about the history of quilt-
ing. Food trucks will be available on site and parking is 
free.                                                                                                                                             
Dates Friday September 22, 2023, 10am to 5pm   Satur-
day September 23rd 10am to 4pm 

Entry tickets $12, 8 and under free. 

Raffle Quilt is 84”x 84”. 
Alzafar Shrine Auditorium    
901 N Loop 1604 W 
San Antonio, Tx 
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Livingston Piecemakers Quilt Guild 2023 Show           

https://lpqgtexas.org/quilt-show 

  

Gun Barrel Quilters Guild                                                         Fri-Sat            

2023 Quilt Show “Sunshine on the Water”                             Apr 28-29 

The CR Legacy Event Center 

2205 W. Main (Hwy 334) 

Gun Barrel City, TX 

https://www.gunbarrelquiltersguild.org/2023-quilt-show.html 

https://www.ctquiltguild.org/show.php 
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Advertising: $25 per year for TCQG members; $50 per year non-members. Please contact Lynn Loyd at Lynn.Loyd@att.net 

Let’s Go Shopping! 
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Please support our great family of sponsors...we couldn’t do this without them! 

Let’s Go Shopping! 

Advertising: $25 per year for TCQG members; $50 per year non-members. Please contact Lynn Loyd at Lynn.Loyd@att.net 
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Please support our great family of sponsors...we couldn’t do this without them! 

Advertising: $25 per year for TCQG members; $50 per year non-members. Please contact Lynn Loyd at Lynn.Loyd@att.net 

Please contact  

Gennilu Carroll for 
more information: 

Cost $3000. 

gennilu@swbell.net 

713-594-3312 
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Registered Agent 
Lynn Loyd 

 

Board of Directors 
Charmaine Fritchey 

Linda Love 

Nancy Youens 
 

Executive Board 
Becky Burkett – President 

Elaine Bullard – VP Administration 

Rhonda Van Alstine – VP Financial Oversight 

Ginny Hilton – Treasurer 

Jaine Jewell – Secretary 

Bobbi Miller – Membership 

Char Peterson – Programs 

                                                Deb Spoelker  -  Jr. Programs 

 
 

Standing Chairs 
Lisa Hart – Block of the Month 

Sharon Castillo – Charity Bee and Blog 

Marie Engelhart – Hospitality 

Charmaine Fritchey – Communication  

Charla Reese – Head Bee Keeper 

Janice Toler, Shari Stone, Stephanie Moss – Quilt Show  

Tina Lauzon – Newsletter 

SuZanne Gilbride – Publicity/Social Media 

Donna Vandiver - Door Prizes 

               - Holiday Bash 

Debbie Dodge – Magazines 


