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TCQG News 

Meetings begin promptly at 7pm, so we can adjourn on time. The front doors 
will be closed at 6:55, and the members will be asked to take their seats. This 
will allow the various committee heads & board members to get into the meet-
ing on time. Come early so you have time to sign in, check out any raffles or 
upcoming workshops, visit the magazines, etc. 

October 2023 

Volume 18 Issue 10 

From The President’s Stash   

Welcome to all Members!! Many of you put in volunteer hours each month but 
cannot always make a guild meeting; just email me at the guild’s email address  
{tricountyguild@gmail.com} and let me know your hours so I can include those in our monthly 
report.  Also. please…when signing in for the guild meeting, give yourself two (2) hours credit 

for participation plus any volunteer hours you have accumulated.        Bobbi Miller 

Meetings 
Fairfield Baptist Church 

27240 Highway 290 
Cypress, Texas  

On 290 westbound  
between  

Mueschke and Mason Road. 
1st Tuesday of the month,   

7pm-9pm 
tricountyguild@gmail.com 

October Block of the Month 

Welcome New Members!! 

Brenda Carter     Sheila Evans  Rebecca Garcia Belinda Fultz      
Carol Hatcher Michelle Lewis Diana Moore    Elizabeth Neidigk     

,, 

October is upon us, and you can smell the pumpkin spice in the air! 
Our October meeting will have Vasuda Govindan speaking. and the workshop on 
Wednesday will be on her Winding River quilt pattern.  From a distance, it looks 
like a bargello, but actually it’s a take on the curved log cabin!  There’s still space in 
the workshop if you want to sign up. 
Speaking of October, it’s time to change out the quilt at Texas Oncology.  If anyone 
has a fall/harvest/autumn quilt that they would like to display, please let me know.  
And looking ahead, we will need a winter/Christmas themed quilt in December. 
The Proposed Bylaws are on the website. Deletions are in blue and revisions are in 
red.  Please contact me if you have any questions. We will be voting on the updates 
and revisions at the October meeting. 
The Quilt Show is getting closer!  Please be sure to direct any questions to Janice 
Toler, Stephanie Moss, or Shari Stone.  The information meeting last month was 
well attended, and there’s talk of another one in a couple of weeks. Remember – 
you MUST be a member of the guild BY OCTOBER 31st to submit a quilt to the 
show.  Get those renewals in! 

Becky Burkett 

President 
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Your Guild Needs You! 
Please consider running for the following positions that will be vacant January 2024. 

Secretary 

Primary duties: 
Provide minutes of each monthly Guild and Board meeting to the Executive Board and 

Standing Chairs and maintain a file of these minutes  
Provide minutes of each monthly Guild meeting to the Web Administrator for posting on 

the Guild’s website 
Maintain the Guild's ballots for a period of one year after each annual election 
Participate in the Revision Committee on Bylaws, Guild Policies, Duties of Elected Officers, 

and Responsibilities of Standing Chairs on an as-needed basis  

Program Chairs 
Arrange for speakers/instructors for the Guild meetings and workshops 
Execute a written contract for each speaker   
Execute a written contract with quilt shop owners for workshop venues 
Prepare appropriate paperwork/check request for speaker expenses 
Provide the quilt shop owners with information regarding upcoming speakers 
Maintain a list of speakers and workshops for Guild records  
Oversee all transportation, housing, and care of speakers  
Ensure the building is set up for the speaker’s needs 
Attend the workshop or designate another attendee to facilitate the speaker’s needs  
Promote the workshops at Guild meetings and through social media 

Newsletter Ads Manager 
Promote sales of newsletter advertisements to members, local vendors and quilt show ven-

dors 
Coordinate with advertisers to create camera-ready art in jpg format for inclusion in the  
newsletter 
Bill for these ads according to the Guild’s fee schedule 
Bill on an annual basis for renewing ads 
Keep accurate records of payments received and forward all funds received to the Treasurer 
Coordinate with Newsletter Editor to remove ads that are not being renewed. 

  

Additional information on these positions may be found under the Duties of Members of the Exec-
utive Board and Executive Committee document on the Tri-County Quilt Guild Website  
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October Speaker is Vasudha Govindan 

LECTURE AND WORKSHOP 
Vasudha Govindan will be presenting a lecture at our October 
meeting and a workshop on October 4th at the Quilty Shop in 
Tomball. She is a Modern Quilter. 

She started quilting about 16 years ago by  making baby quilts 
for friends and family.   Trained as a software engineer,  she 
brings aspects of math and science to her quilting designs. 

Her workshop is a quilt called WINDING RIVER.  

 

 The class fee is $35. A pattern cost of $10 will be collected in 
the class. 

Her fabulous quilts have been exhibited at numerous events in-
cluding the International Quilt festival and QuiltCon. 

 She grew up in India in a family immersed in traditional Indian 
folk art bringing many of the influences into her current modern 
art quilts. 

 You can look at her Facebook under Storied Quilts. 

 

There are a few spots left  in her class. Contact Char Peterson 
206 909 1510 for details. 
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Happy Birthday! 
Pat Lechleiter 
Janell Nelson 
Eileen Reed 
Jennifer Rossler 
Patrice Schoppe 
Patricia Schultz 
Gail Smith 
Sherry Tierney 
Tara Webb 
Donna Welmaker 
Linda Whipkey 
Yvonne Wilson 
Dawn Yates 

Anita Arendall 
Julia Bailey 
Karl Burke  
Lauren Busch 
Maggie Conley 
Chironne Desmond 
Deborah Dodge 
Pamela Fitzgerald 
Charmaine Fritchey 
Connie Grudzinski 
Madison Horinek 
Jaine Jewell 
Renee Johnson 
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As we welcome the cooler days of fall, the 
"heat is on" as we continue preparations for 
our upcoming quilt show. In mid-September, 
a quilt show information meeting was held. 
Both new and existing members attended 
the meeting. Several Quilt Show chairs and 
long-time guild member Nancy Youens pro-
vided examples and detailed information 
about Quilt Show categories and rules. The 
meeting ended with a demonstration on how 
to make and attach a quilt hanging sleeve. Thank you to everyone 
who attended the meeting. We can't wait to see your beautiful 
quilts! 
 
If you were not able to attend the meeting, a Show Chair will be 
available 30 minutes before the start of each guild meeting to an-
swer additional questions. You will find us near the magazine sales 
area. Remember, you must pay your membership dues by October 
31 to enter quilts in the Show. We hope you are finishing up your 
projects and will consider entering one or more quilts.  
 
The online  submission form is live. Submit your quilt entries 
today! 
 
In the meantime, please keep volunteering, and tell EVERYONE 
you know about our upcoming quilt show! We appreciate the work 
you are doing, and look forward to another spectacular show. 
 
Show Chairs, 
Janice Toler 
Shari Stone 
Stephanie Moss 



 

 

Raffle Quilt Update 
 
The Raffle Quilt continues to go out to visit other guilds and 
quilt shops.  At the end of September, we visited two shops 
who were participating in a Shop Hop.  We appreciate Sew 
Special Quilts in Katy and The Quilty Shop in Tomball for let-
ting us display our quilt and sell tickets. October 6 & 7, the 
quilt will also be shown at The Montgomery Quilt Walk in 
Montgomery, TX.  We will secure several locations to show 
the raffle quilt in a shop hop that takes place at the end of 
November.   
 
We're selling tickets and letting members check out tickets at 
our guild meetings.  You can pay for tickets and take them 
with you; you can check out tickets and bring the money to us 
later,  or you can bring in money for tickets you checked out 
earlier.  The raffle quilt is an important fundraiser for the guild, 
and we would really appreciate any help you can give us by 
buying tickets for yourself (or give them as gifts) or selling 
tickets to your friends and 
family.   
 
Thanks, 
Elaine Bullard 
Bev Volker 
Raffle Quilt Chairpersons 
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October Boutique Workshop 
The October Boutique workshop will be held on October 
17th at Bobbins & Threads Quilting & Crafts located at 
10130 Grant Road, Houston, Texas 77070.  We start at 

10:00 and usually finish around 2:00 or 3:00. 
 

If you have been a participant of any prior Boutique Work-
shop, please check for any unfinished kits and return them 
to us so we can complete them.  Please do not feel badly if 
you have not had time to complete a kit, even if you find 
more than one or two (I confess to having more than that).  
We need to retrieve the kits and see that they are complet-
ed and put into inventory for the quilt show. 
 
If you find any unfinished Boutique projects, you may call 

or text Debby Dodge at 832-971-9459 so we can ar-
range a transfer, or you may bring them to the October 
guild meeting.  If you feel hesitant to call, you are wel-
come to drop by Bobbins & Threads during the Friday 
Free Sew to drop off your kit. 
 
We on the committee promise not to cause you any 
grief if you return incomplete projects to us.  Thank you 
for looking through your UFO’s and arranging to return 
them, and thank you very much for your participation in 
the workshops. 

 
You may be able to guess what the October project is:  
yes, we will be completing unfinished projects. If you 
wish to help us, please show up with your sewing ma-
chine and your favorite sewing supplies.  Your assis-
tance will be greatly appreciated. 

 
If you are new to our guild, you might want to know what we have been talking about. The 
Boutique Committee is responsible for leading workshops where we make gift items to sell at 
the Boutique Gift Shop booth during our guild quilt 
shows.  The committee members try to select pro-
jects which we think can be completed in a single 
workshop. 

 
Workshops are held on the third Tuesday of the 
month, and all members are welcome.  We also ac-
cept donations of projects from our very generous 
bees and individual members.  If the workshop date 
is open on your busy calendar, sign up and join us.  
You might learn something new, or have fun meet-
ing other members. 

 
The Boutique Committee 
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 October 2023 BOM 

Tri County Quilt Guild 

Zig Zag Path 

Cut: 
From green: 1—4 1/2” x 4 1/2” square (Set this block aside until final assembly of the 12 1/2” block) 

            2—5 “ x 5” squares 

From plum:   3 – 5” x 5” squares 

From white:  3 – 5” x 5” squares 

 

Directions: 

Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on the wrong side 
of the three white squares. 
   

The photo on the right is just for reference and 
shows what units you should have before cut-
ting on the drawn lines. 
(I’ve included it ahead of the directions so you 
can see where you’ll end up.) 

Place one plum and one white 5” square with right sides together.   
Stitch a line a scant 1/4’ on each side of the drawn line. 
Repeat for 1 more pair of plum and white squares. 
You will have 1 plum 5” square left at this time. 
Cut down the drawn line on each pair. 
Set your seams and press towards the plum on each half square triangle (HST) unit.  
You should now have 4 plum and white HST units. 
 
Place one green 5” square and the 1 remaining white square with right sides together. 
Stitch a line a scant 1/4’ on each side of the drawn line. 
Cut down the drawn line. 
Set your seams and press towards the green on each HST unit. 
You should have 2 green and white HST units. 
(There should be one green 5” square and the green 4 1/2” square remaining.) 

 
This is a simple 12 1/2” block with eight half square triangle  (HST)  

units and one plain square in the center. 
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Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on the wrong side of the remaining plum 5”square. 
Place the remaining green 5” square and this plum  square with right sides together. 
Stitch a  line a scant 1/4” on each side of the drawn line. 
Cut down the drawn line. 
Set your seams and press towards the green on each half square triangle unit. 
You should now have 2 green and plum HST units. 
Square all 8 HST units to 4 1/2”. 

This photo shows all eight HST units when finished. 

You are now ready to assemble the block. 
Refer to the photo on the right for the  
Block layout. 

Sew row one together pressing seams in one direction. 
Sew row two together with the green 4 1/2’ square in the 
middle.  Press seams in  the opposite direction of row one. 
Sew row three together pressing seams in the same direction 
as row one. 
Sew all three rows together.  Press seams in either direction. 
 
Give the block a good press and trim to 12 1/2” square. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at TCQGBOM@gmail.com 

 
Lisa Hart 
2023 BOM Chairperson  
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Tips and Techniques 
I’m not sure how many quilting rulers you have or what you use to keep 
them firmly situated on your fabric so they don’t slip while you’re cutting, but 
I have  at least 5 products to keep my rulers in place.   
I have non-slip rulers, a spray can of Grippy Non-Slip Coasting, a roll of Invis-
Grip, little sandpaper dots, and a package of TightGrips Non Slip Dots and a 5 
pound hand weight to put on my long rulers. 
The spray leaves a cloudy look to my ruler;  the Invis-Grip doesn’t hold well 
in my opinion. The sandpaper dots work pretty well until they wear down.  
The TightGrips dots work well for me,  and all of these things work even bet-
ter if you put the 5 pound hand weight on the far end of the ruler. 
Guild member Connie Grudzinski uses a waffle weave jar opener that she 
has cut into different sizes. 
She cuts longer pieces of the jar opener material for large rulers and small 
pieces for small rulers.  She doesn’t secure the pieces to her rulers so she 
can move them where they will be out of  
her way when she’s reading the ruler.  
They usually stick to the ruler, but you 
could use some double sided tape if you 
want. I played around with the samples 
Connie gave me, and it works well! 

Thanks for the tip, Connie! 

 

Happy quilting, everyone, 

Elaine Bullard 

elainebullard53@yahoo.com 

 

PS  I’m interested in any tip or technique you may have! 
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Our Bees create a strong sense of a quilting community within the 
guild. Consider becoming a Beekeeper!  Organize your bee, find a loca-
tion, contact the Queen Bee Chair to let her know, and go from there!   

Charla Reese, Queen Bee 

Bee Info 

Tri-County’s Fabulous Bees 
Remember: you must be a paid member to participate in our Bees.  

BEE Czars:  Meets the 4th Saturday of the month at The Quilty Shop. We choose projects as a 
group or work on our UFO’s.  We plan on two retreats a year.  If you are interested in joining 
this be please call to be put on a waiting list.   
Bee Keepers: Ann Keilers 832-515-1081 or Marian Page  281-797-3014.  

Quilter’s Dozen: Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at The Quilty Shop from 10-1:30.   We 
have great times together! This bee is currently full, but happy to add you to our waiting list. 

Bee Keeper: Charmaine Fritchey cfritchey@gmail.com   

Day Strippers: Daystrippers is the only bee that has been with TCQG since its beginning.  It 
meets at Cypress Crossing Christian Church on the second Friday of each month from 10 - 2.  
They work on personal projects and occasionally go on retreats and to quilt shows together. 
There are currently no openings in this bee.  However, you can contact beekeeper to be put on 
a waiting list.  New members have been moving in through the list! 

Bee Keeper: Judy Klevorn Jkklevorn@gmail.com  

Grateful Threads: Formerly We Bee Quilters.  We meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday at the 
Quilty Shop in Tomball from 10 a.m. To 1:30 p.m.  We are a fun group of ladies who meet to 
sew whatever you are working on or a long lost "ufo", hand work, etc.   Come to share tips and 
tricks and socialize.  Come when you can. Contact bee keeper, Char Peterson to be included in 
our group.  An email is sent out prior to the bee to remind you to rsvp.  No experience is need-
ed....just come and have a great sewing day in a beautiful quilting shop.  

Bee Keeper: Char Peterson Tolep8n@comcast.net. 206 909-1510.  

Quilty Pleasures  Meets on the second and fourth Monday from 1:30-4:30 at The Quilty Shop. 
.  We mostly work on individual projects with an occasional group project. Our Bee is currently 
closed to new members but contact either of the CoBee Keepers to be added to a waiting list. 

Bee Keepers: Deb Durr and Anita Arendall.  

It’s that time! Time to renew your membership.   
Reminder that all members of our TCQG affiliated bees 
need to be active members of the Tri County Guild.   
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Cypress Crossing Christian Church 

15751 Cypress Rosehill Rd, Cypress, TX 77429 

9:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Sharon Castillo – 713.828.0861 

 

 

A change in Management for One of Our       
Partners—Cypress Teen Center 

 
Cypress Teen Center is now under new man-
agement and a new name “Two Lives 
Changed.”   They’re mission has not changed, 
but the needs they have has. 
 
They have requested, along with quilts for 
their babies, quilts for their mothers, too.  
The quilt size for mothers is lap quilt size, 
and the size for toddlers is at least 40” by 
50”.  We have asked that all quilts not be 
made with flowery patterns. Any questions, 
please call Sharon Castillo (713)828-0861. 
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Hi Tri County Quilt Guild, 
We are excited to extend an invitation to the Tri-County Quilt 
Guild to participate in the 14th annual Knights of Columbus Bene-
fit Quilt Show in Hempstead on Saturday, November 11th, 2023.  
The mission of our Quilt Show is to raise funds for local charita-
ble cases focusing on youth with major medical conditions. To date, 
the shows have made over $170,000.00, disbursed to over 120 
cases in our community. There is a live auction, raffles, vendors, 
door prizes and country fried steak dinner. Please make plans to 
attend or participate in the show! 
Please see the attached entry form and flyer.  
Thank you! Lea Ann Franklin 
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Please support our great family of sponsors...we couldn’t do this without them! 

Advertising: $25 per year for TCQG members; $50 per year non-members. Please contact Lynn Loyd at Lynn.Loyd@att.net 

Please contact  

Gennilu Carroll for more information: 

Cost $3000. 

gennilu@swbell.net 

713-594-3312 
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Please support our great family of sponsors...we couldn’t do this without them! 

Let’s Go Shopping! 

Advertising: $25 per year for TCQG members; $50 per year non-members. Please contact Lynn Loyd at Lynn.Loyd@att.net 
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Advertising: $25 per year for TCQG members; $50 per year non-members. Please contact Lynn Loyd at Lynn.Loyd@att.net 

Let’s Go Shopping! 
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Registered Agent 
Lynn Loyd 

Board of Directors 
Charmaine Fritchey 

Nancy Youens 

Executive Board 
Becky Burkett – President 

Elaine Bullard – VP Administration 

Rhonda Van Alstine – VP Financial Oversight 

Ginny Hilton – Treasurer 

Jaine Jewell – Secretary 

Bobbi Miller – Membership 

Char Peterson – Programs 

                                                Deb Spoelker  -  Jr. Programs 
 

Standing Chairs 
Lisa Hart – Block of the Month 

Sharon Castillo – Charity Bee and Blog 

Marie Engelhart – Hospitality 

Charmaine Fritchey – Communication  

Charla Reese – Head Bee Keeper 

Janice Toler, Shari Stone, Stephanie Moss – Quilt Show  

Tina Lauzon – Newsletter 

SuZanne Gilbride – Publicity/Social Media 

Donna Vandiver - Door Prizes 

             Lisa Hart  - Holiday Bash 

Debby Dodge – Magazines 

Karl Burkett – Property Management 

Sara Ballard – Storybook Quilts 
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